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made from the finest flour, is carefully prepared on Sunday
morning and stamped with a device of crosses. This is called
the Korban, a word the Copts also apply to the Mass itself.
It is leavened bread, and each cake is about three inches in
diameter and one inch in thickness. The priest was sorry he
could not show one to me.

When we left the sanctuary and had put on our shoes, he
took great trouble to explain the church. All Coptic churches
have three altars in a line at the east end. In Abu Sarga they
are hidden, like the high altar, by a continuation of the haikal
screen. The reason for the three altars is interesting. One
Mass only may be celebrated on a Coptic altar in one day,
for the altar, like the celebrant and the communicant, must
come " fasting." If it is necessary to celebrate more than one
Mass, the high altar is first used and then one of the two side
altars; otherwise the side altars are used only on the day of
the saint to which they are dedicated.

While we were passing down the nave, I pointed out the one
pillar of red granite among the eleven marble pillars and asked
if there was any significance in this. He replied that the pillars
represented the twelve apostles, and that the odd pillar stood
for Judas, who betiayed his Lord, and was therefore different
from the others.

In the narthex we came to a space in the floor which was
boarded over. He lifted a plank and exposed an enormous
baptismal font, like a small swimming-bath. Coptic baptism
is by total immersion, and in the early days, when the Church
gained adult converts, they entered this tank of water together,
but now the tanks are rarely used. I noticed that the pillars
of the nave had once been painted with figures of saints, but
on only two columns is it still possible to see a trace of paint-
ing. The priest told me that these figures represented Abu
Sarga and his brother. I did not know that St. Sergius had a
brother, and I wondered if the companion figure might not
have been St. Bacchus. Having been to Resafa, I was naturally
interested to hear if the priest had any stories about St.
Sergius, but all he could say was that the saint was a gallant
Roman soldier who was martyred long ago " at the village of
Resafa."

The priest then led the way to the crypt of Abu Sarga, in